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Once upon a time 
there were 
Five Chinese Brothers 
and they looked exactly alike. 


06U(3j r5rTL_«9i6TT (y)6OTL| j5i_j5aj «9i6ina) ggigj. 

<#6ffnT6ril6V) ggj5g] a=(BflirT^ijrr<9i6TT ^i0j5^nrr<9i6TT. ^6urlfli(6if5fli06rr 6£rr 
6^rf)^j6ff)Lii @0J5gj§]. ggj5§] <3u0Lb 6 ^CBij LDn^lrfl ^I0j5^nrlfli6rr. 




They lived with their mother in a small house not far from the sea. 

<-gH6Urr<9i6TT OT6V)(B6OIT0Lb ^LDLDrT 61 |l_ 6 OT gl0J5^nrr<9i6TT. ^J61irr<9i6TT§J rflfT^LU 
sfl© 5il_CB60ITIJ^^l6V) ^I0JB^§J- 



The First Chinese Brother could swallow the sea. The Second Chinese 
Brother had an iron neck. The Third Chinese Brother could stretch 
and stretch and stretch his legs. The Fourth Chinese Brother could 
not be burned. And, The Fifth Chinese Brother could hold his breath 
indefinitely. 

Every morning the First Chinese Brother would go fishing, and 
whatever the weather, he would come back to the village with 
beautiful and rare fish which he had caught and could sell at the 
market for a very good price. 

(Lp^6V)ITLD6116OT <9il_6V) jg6ff)IJ (y)(L£fcl«9i (J£Lq.lL|Lb. jglJ65Sn_rTLD61J6OT Jg0LDL| 
«9>(LP£)§] Cl«rrSWSTl_6U6OT. £Lp6OTf0rTLD6U6OT <9j6ffT 

«KrT6W60 Jg(Lpa>g] n5l6OTaja) *°>J61T6rilfT)0 rg6TTLDn.9i.9i (y)lq.lL|Lb. J5IT6OT<9ilTLD6U6ff>6OT 

^u5l6OTrT6V) 6Trflfli5iCB6U (y)iq.iurT§j. g>j5aj[TLD6U6ffT aj6OT 

LiLpajgjai Oaimsssr® CT6ij6U6rr6^ (3j5ijLDrT6OTrT6£]Lb « = °>jljul)_(Biu Jgi0.9i.9i 

(jpLpU_|LD. 

^l6OTO=rfl «rT6W6V) (Lp^6V)ITLD6II6OT Sil CB60nrjLb Li5 6OT L51U).aiaiU (BurT6UrT6OT. 

#< 3 ^rT 6 ^>( 5 TOr 6 »fl 6 iD 60 (BLDiTffLDrrai gi0j5^n^jLb, CTuCBungjLb, j56V)60 
6iil6in60lL|ljni5^ uS6OT.9i6TT lJIU).^§J 6U06UIT6OT. Jgjgfl) u56tf>6OT CT6V)60ITLb 
^lljrTLD^gJ a=J56?D^ldl6V) ^gM^lai 6T5l6ff)60ldl6V) 6^ilfT)UrT6in-. 
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One day, as he was leaving the market place, a little boy stopped him 
and asked him if he could go fishing with him. 

"No, it could not be done," said the First Chinese Brother. 

But the little boy begged and begged and finally the First Chinese 
Brother consented. "Under one condition," said he, "and that is that 
you shall obey me promptly." 

"Yes, yes," the little boy promised. 

Early next morning, the First Chinese Brother and the little boy 
went down to the beach. 

"Remember," said the First Chinese Brother, "you must obey me 
promptly. 

When I make a sign for you to come back, you must come at once." 
"Yes, yes," the little boy promised. 

6^0 r 5 rr 6 fr < 9 i 6 ff>i_S) Oaj06i5l6\5l0j5g] 6 Uj 5 g] O« 9 in<s 3 srL)- 0 i 5 a) (Bung] 6^0 

6 U)UlU 6 in <-gU 6 U 6 ff> 6 OT "6T6OT6616OT 2 _ 6 OT 6 g)ll_ 6 OT Ll56OT 

Gteebeumun" 6T6OT«9i (BsiLli—neOT?" 

(y)g6on6Ugj a=(B5ingij6in "ggi6v)6ff>60 (jpupi-ingj" i <9^.rr5l6ffm6OT. 

^,6»Tn6V) rflp6U6in iJiq.6unajLDn.9i 6Ufi)L]nyg^lfli (BaiLli_n6OT. 

"r 5 n 6 OT (ol<9rr6b6U6tf)g (BaiLl® j 5 i_aiai (36U<aOT®Lb M OT6inn) r^luj 5 g 6 in 6 imL|i_ 6 in- 
(y)g6on6Ugj a=(Bainajij6in a=LDLDi$ajajn6in. 

"ffrfl, a=rfl 6T6OT <-g>]6U6OT 6Unfli0^]^l ^]6Tflggn6OT. 

I 5 n 6 rr «n6«6v) (jpaj6b a=(Bain8jij6in nr>i6Ugnii_6OT aii—gjja^a 1 
Qa=6OTfDnrr<9i6TT. 

,, r06?n6OT6^!il0fli^lrDgn ,, , J5n6in @a=nfT)ULq. 2 _i_(36ot j5i_aiai (Bsuswr^Lb" 

6T6OT^] (Jpg60nLD6U6OT Qa=n6OT6OTn6OT . J5 n6OT ^10LDLJ 6Un 6T6OT 6G)&66)8> 

amli^ujgjLb 2 _i_(B6ot 6ii rj (B6U65 st©ld. 
a=rfl 6T6OT a-^j^liunflia 1 Qa=n6in6OTn6in. 
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Then the First Chinese Brother swallowed the sea. 

And all the fish were left high and dry at the bottom of the sea. And 
all the treasures of the sea lay uncovered. 

The little boy was delighted. 

He ran here and there stuffing his pockets with strange pebbles, 
extraordinary shells and fantastic algae. 

Lj)fD(Sj (y)S) 6V) a=CBflin^lJ6OT <$l_6ff)6V) «J(Lprfd^l6OTrT6OT. 

fljl 6 v 5)6OT ^U)-lllil6V) uS6OT5i6TT CT6V)60mb aj<otfST<Stf5f ft J§l6\)6V)rTaj 

J^l60^U).lL!il6V) ^^6Tfl^6OT. <$l_6\5l6OT HM^LD 2_lLlft6UrT6OT q 6W £511.160 <$6TT 
@ajrflj5£56OT. 

^IOJ6U6TT61j ^LpaiT6OT Ql_IIT06TT.9i6in6TT.9i SiSSST® <#)lT}]6U6OT 
^j6wi_j5^nr6OT.girBJ0Lb ^r^ajLDrrsi ^iq.a= Qa=6irr^j a=r^j05i6fr, <°uy>ft6ULDiT6ffT 
GlUTT 06TT fl>6TT , ^M^IfflULDneOT 5il_fT)UrTrfl5i6TT ^61]fT)6inp@lU6b60rTLb 
Un«0«9iL_L)-6V) QflirT(oOTTl_n6OT. 
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Near the shore the First Chinese Brother gathered some fish while he 
kept holding the sea in his mouth. Presently he grew tired. It is very 
hard to hold the sea. So he made a sign with his hand for the little 
boy to come back. The little boy saw him but paid no attention. 

«S6wijCBiijrrijLDiTfli (y)^6onoj§j a=(B«9iiTS)ij6ffT ojimJa) <$i_6b rg6wij 
0<9imstfsr(Bi_ uS 6 OT 5 i 6 fT (BffSirflajgjsi Qflimsiraru).0i5^rr6OT. 

^6U6OTIT6V) flil GO (ol«rT6TT6TT (Lpi^LU«S 61)6^0 6V). 

«#lp6U6W6OT ^l0LDLlil 6urj" 6Wfli 6wa=6infliiijrr6v) 5imsimJ££rT6ffT. 
rfl^j6U6ifT fliCTsr( 5 lLb amsTOrn^gj CBurT6b gi0j5^rr6OT. 





The First Chinese Brother made great movements with his arms and 
that meant "Come back!" But did the little boy care? Not a bit and he 
ran further away. 

Then the First Chinese Brother felt the sea swelling inside him and he 
made desperate gestures to call the little boy back. But the little boy 
made faces at him and fled as fast as he could. 

Lj)fD(Sj fl>IT6V)fli61D6U CBojaLDrTa 6^5=6^* Qa=lU§J, rflrr)]6U6ff>6ffT 

a$l0LblJ 611 IJ ^6mLp^ajrT6OT. 6T6OT6OT <#ip6U6ffT <-°>J6U6ffT 

131 fB^J Q<9in<otfSri_rT6ffTn? J§l6V)6V)(B6U gl6V)6ff)60. 

rflgy6U6OT <9)6OT LD6OTLJ CBurTfli^l6V) 6l5l65)IJ6UITfli @6ffTgniLD (ol^rT6W6V)6Urr« 
Qa=6OTrDn6OT. 
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The First Chinese Brother held the sea until he thought he was going 
to burst. 

All of a sudden the sea forced its way out of his mouth, went back it 
its bed ... and the little boy disappeared. 

(Jpa)60rT6Ug] <9=(B«9ilTajlJ6ffTrT6V) J§l6fffl <-g>J !_<$<$ (y)lq.lLin§J 06UL)_ajg] 

q51®ld <3un6V) CB^rT6in-fi5liu§j. ^1ue.Qij6ot «i_ 6V) rgii 6urTiL5l6\5l0j5g] @6U6TfKBiLi 
6 Uj 5 §], «#I^J6U6ot rgrfl6v) ^Lpyp^l amswrnLDsv) (BurT6ffTrT6ffT. 





When the First Chinese Brother returned to the village, alone, he was 
arrested, put in prison and condemned to have his head cut off. 

On the morning of the execution he said to the judge: 

"Your Honour, will you allow me to go and bid my mother good-bye?" 

"It is only fair," said the judge. 

So the First Chinese Brother went home .... and the Second Chinese 
Brother came back in his place. 

^lijnLD^^lfi)(5 (jpaj6on6Ugj ffCBangijein aj6fffl(Biu ^l0LbiJliu (Bung], 
«n6U6V)n6Tfl«6TT ^]6U6W6ffT lJlU)-Sjg] OgDll5l6\5l6V) (Buml@, ^]6U6OT 

3i(L£g6ina) OqjlLi— ^rrui_| ^6Tfl^5jnfr. 

rgi§U 5 )l ^]6Tflgg g<otfSri_6ff)6OT6ff>lU r$6^IT)(BaJIT)ipLb ^o>]6OTny flin6?D6V)ldl6V) 
"j5n6OT ^]LbLDn6W6U 6^0 (y)6wnQ uniigg] 6ff>L_ Glupny 6Uij 
(BoJ^rer^Lb" 6T6OT <-°>]6U6OT U^l itfl I LD (y36WnQlljlLll_n6OT. 

^6ij(ol6Un0 0fT)rD6Un6TfllL5l6in gig] 2_rfl6ff)LDajn6OT. ^6^«lLin6V) 2_6OT6tf>6OT 
^]LbLDn6W6U unirgg] aSl6mi_ Glupp 6Uij ^aj6y>iL£>^a^KBfr>6OT CT6OTfDnrr. 
(Jpg60nLD6U6OT Qa= 6 OT^] ^] 6 U 6 OT J§ll_g 5 )l 6 V) ^IIJSWSTl_n 6 Ug] fl=(BflinglJ 6 OT 
^l0LbiJl 6Uj5gn6in. 
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All the people were assembled on the village square to witness the 
execution. 

The executioner took his sword and struck a mighty blow. 

aj<stfsn_6ff>6OT r#65XD<36UfDrDu u@6U6w^lj unrrsisi ^Iijitld^§j LD«9iSi6rr 

CBlo69>i ll5I 6v> a«iiq.6»Tnrrfli6rr. ^65sri_6ff>6OT6mj rgls?Drr>CB6urT)po 

^6ot§j 6UIT6W6TT *(L§aj6ina) @6 UL_i_lj (BurT6ffTrm. 
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But the Second Chinese Brother got up and smiled. He was the one 
with the iron neck and they simply could not cut his head off. 

Everybody was angry and they decided that he should be drowned. 

^,6OTrT6V) ^IJ<S3Sn_rTLD6U6OT <J£6OTip(BLD UrT^UU60l_lLI IT £561160 <3l_irT6V) 

rf)rfl£5g]«9i OflinStfST® CT(Lpj5^rT6OT. ^61160 ajrT6ffT ^I0LDL| <9i(Lpaj60aj 2—601 ILI 

giij(oOTTi_rrLb fl=(BflirT^ij6OT. 

^6U6OT 2-ldlCBlJIT@ gl0LJU6O^ 5i<Stf5TI_ LDflifli6rr ^601_J5^nrrfli6TT. 

<-g>J6U606OT flil 6 v 51 60 <9j6TT6TT (y) 1^.61] (ola=lLJ^rTnai6TT . 
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On the morning of the execution, the Second Chinese Brother said to 
the judge: "Your honour, will you allow me to go and bid my mother 
good-bye?" 

"It is only fair," said the judge. 

So the Second Chinese Brother went home.... and the Third Chinese 
Brother came back in his place. 

r£d)U5)l £©rari_6in6OT6ff>iu r$6wnQ(26upn}]Lb «9iiT65)60idl6V) 

"r5rT6OT *®nLbLi>n6ff)6U 6^0 (jp6ff>n) urmajgj «516 wl_ Glupp 6Uij 
C6U63OT©Lb n 6T6OT *°>J6U6OT £§ U5)l idl I LD (p6tonQldlLI_rT6OT. 


13 



He was pushed on a boat which made for the open sea. When they 
were far out on the ocean the Third Chinese Brother was thrown 
overboard. 

But he began to stretch and stretch and stretch his legs, way down to 
the bottom of the sea. 

And all the time his smiling face was bobbing up and down on the 
crest of the waves. 

He simply could not be drowned. 

^6U6OT Qa=6OT^J ^61J6tffll_aj5)l6V) ^6OTfT)nLD61J6OT 6UJ5^IT6OT. 

6T6V)60IT <9=(B.9ilTajlJ0Lb 6£6OTrr}] <3uIT6V) J§l0LJUajrT6V) 6£06U0«9i0Lb 3=J5(Baj«9iLb 
6U1J6^6V)6W60. 

^6OTrr)rTLD6U6tf>6OT (olurfliu ui_^l6b 6jrr>n^l«9i QarTswsr© ai_6V) r 5 @(B 6 U 
Qa=6in-fDnrr<9i6fT. <$i_ 6\516\) ffl3<#l6OTnrr<9i6rr. 

^,6OTrT6V) ^J6U6OT flj6OT « IT 60 * 6^0 6TT r^6TTLDIT<9i<^l<9i @5imStfSr(Bl_ (BurT6OTIT6OT. 
«S6BM_rflldl6V) ^6U6OT 5il_fT).9i6iniJ6ff)llJ <ol^rT@Lb ^6TT6^51rf)0 6UJ5§J . 

6^L_l_rT6OT. 

glJ5^ flirrL_<#l65)lU fliCTSTI— LD<$«6TT 6^lULJU6mi_J5^6OTrr. ^6OTrT6V) <-°>J6U6OT 
rfliflajgjsi Qflin6OTiq.0i5^n6in'. ^6W6v)«6rfl6OT CBld60 ^6U6ot (j_psiLb 
Q^rflj5^§J. ^J6U6W6OT lUrT0Lb £Lpyp<9i (y)lq.lUIT^ ^Lp6OTfI)n6UgJ 

a=CBflin^i76OT 
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Everybody was very angry, and they all 
decided that he should be burned. 

On the morning of the execution, the 
Third Chinese Brother said to the judge: 
"Your Honour, will you allow me to go 
and bid my mother good-bye?" 

"It is only fair," said the judge. 

So the Third Chinese Brother went 
home .... and the Fourth Chinese 
Brother came back in his place. 

^l<9j6OTIT6V) (BarTULD6Wl_r5§J *°>J6U6ff>6OT 
2_ldl0l_6OT CTrfl^gJ o51l_ 

£> I7LD rT6fffl ^£nrr<9i6TT . 

^M6U6OT CTrflflifli U@LD r5rT6TT6OTgy "S_LlJ 6?DIJ 
glLp«9i0Lb (y)6OT 6^0 (y)6mfD ^LDLDnoSl—Lb 
q516wi_lj Quarry 6i ! ij ^aj6y)iL£>^LJL3ir(gi6TTrT?" 
6T6OT <-°>J6U6OT rg^U^lllJl—Lb 
(Lp65)fI)lL5lL_l rT6OT. 

^Lp6OTrr)rT6u§j s=(SairT5jij6OT 
Gl^eOTp ^J6U6OT glL_5ji£l 6V) 
r5rT6OTairT6u§j a=CBain^ij6OT ^)0 ldiJ 
61 II 3 ^rT 6 OT. 
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He was tied up to a stake. Fire was set to it and all the people stood 
around watching it. 

In the midst of all the flames they heard him say: "This is quite 
pleasant." 

"Bring some more wood!" the people cried. 

The fire roared higher. 

"Now it is quite comfortable," said the Fourth Chinese Brother, for he 
was the one who could not be burned. 

Everybody was getting more and more angry every minute and they 
all decided to smother him. 



r5rT6OTflirT6U§J <9=(B.9inajlJ6ff>6ffT 6£0 6U6y]6Un6OT <9iL_6ff>l_ldl6V) «9iL_lq-6ffTITrr<9i6TT. 
ij)rD0 <5L_6mi_.9i0aj 6W6uajaj6ffm. JgijsajSi 5imlrfl6wiiJLj unir.9i.9i LD5ifli6fr 
<9rsiL^6OTnir<9i6iT. j 5 n 6 on usifli(y)Lb uijriiliug]. 

^juCBungj j5n6on6un§j <9=(B.9inajrr6ffT CT6OT5i0 *5iLDnfli ^g^.gi.^lrDg]" 

CT6inrDn6in. J§i6waj.9i (BaiLl® " @6PTgniLb 5iL_6wi_fli6fr 
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6urT0rtja6TT" CT6OTfDnrrfli6TT. 

QLD§J6UITfli ig CTL_L)_liJg]. 

"ggiuCBungj Qffnrrai^^lev) J§I0 lju§j Lun^lrfl 2_6 tt6tt§j" 6T6ot< 9> *9iy».n^l6OTn6OT. 

2_S55T60UDLlJ6\) ^J6U6OT igldl6OTrT6\) CTfflflifli (J_pLq_UJrT^ a=CBflirr^lJ6OT. 

ggl 6ff)aj.9i SiSSST® LDflifli6TT LlSlfli CBflirrULD 6 ff)l_I 5 ^nrrfli 6 TT. ^6U6ff)6OT 6^0 GlurfllU 
06tf)6TT ^@LJlJl6V) £56TT6Tfl «51l_ (y)^.(ol6U@^^6OTrf . 

glLD (J_p6?nrr) ^J6U6OT 6JLDnfT)fI)rrLD6V) Jgl0.9i.9i ^lljrTLD LD«9iSi6rT ggllJGIJ (y)(L^6U§JLb 
^ 15 ^ ggii_£^<36o(BiLi aneuev) anajg] ^0J5£rirr<9i6TT. 

«rr6W6v)LiJ6v) 06W6TT ^j@lj6wu ^lfDj5§j urTirajaj (Bung] r5n6in-flirT6U§j 
a=(BflirT^ij 6 OT 2 _n 51 (Bijrr@ @ 6 U 6 rfl(Biu ojjsgnein. < 9 i<s 5 sr< 9 i 6 tf> 6 TT 
"CT6OT6OT ggl6OTULDn6OT ^6irrnon«9i 2_nQr5J^KB6OT6OT" CT6OTgya= 

(olffireOTeOTneOT. 



They were not going to be tricked again! 


So they stayed there all night and even a little after dawn, 
just to make sure. 
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Then they opened the door and pulled him out. 

And he shook himself and said, "My! That was a good sleep!" 



Everybody stared open-mouthed and round eyed. But the judge 
stepped forward and said, "We have tried to get rid of you in every 
possible way and somehow it cannot be done. 

It must be that you are innocent." 

"Yes, yes," shouted all the people. 

So they let him go and he went home. 
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And the Five Chinese Brothers and their mother all lived together 
happily for many years. 


^£fi)(0j6rr r£d)U5)l 6Uj5§j " 2_6 ot 2_idl66>ij U6V) ®S^fTiu 

(j_pujrt)rfl Qa=iLi§jLb 2 _ 6 ®t 2 _idlrr (Bunfli 6 ^ 6 v) 66 ) 60 , rg 6^0 ^ojrryLb G1a=iLiujrrLD60 
gl0flifli6OITLb, rg 0fT)rD6UrT6Tfl J§l6V)66>6V)" 6T6OTfDnn[. 

*rfl<9jlT6OT 6T6OT ^lljrTLD LDflifli6TT 6£<3lJ 0IJ6\5l6V) fli^^l6OTnrr<9i6TT. 


r 5 n 6 in-fliiTLb <#6 »t a=CBflirT^ij6in- 6tfl(9sj66)60Lj G1uri)gy ffl3L_iq.fi)0a : G1a=6in-rDrT6OT. 

g 3 J 5 §] <#6OT a=CBflirr^ljrr<9i6fT ^LDLDrT 61 |l_ 6 OT u55jl <517605)66)5) a=J5(B^IT61%LDIT5i 
fli^l^^rrrr<9i6TT. 
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